Vazeni Ctenafi, priznivci vzdu$nych sil, aviatici, kolegové,

s potéSenim vas vitam u dalSiho vydani nasi rocenky, ktera mapuje vyznamné udalosti a uspéchy v oblasti
vojenského letectvi za uplynuly rok. Rok 2024 byl pro nase vzdu$né sily pfelomovym obdobim vyznam-
nych zmén a pokroku.

Jednim z hlavnich pilifd nasi ¢innosti byla modernizace vzdusnych sil. Investovali jsme do nejnovéjsich
technologii a vybaveni, které nam umozriuji byt jesté efektivnéjsi a pripravengjsi Celit novym vyzvam.
Zavedeni modernich letound a systémd nam poskytlo nejen vy3si operaéni schopnosti, ale také zvysilo
bezpe¢nost a komfort nasich piloti a technického personalu.

Za zcela zasadni povazujeme strategicky projekt F-35. Memorandum o nakupu téchto letound letos v led-
nu stvrdila svym podpisem ministryné obrany Jana Cernochova a americky velvyslanec Bijan Sabet. Po-
fizenim dvaceti ¢ty nadzvukovych letound F-35A Lightning Il dojde k vyraznému navyseni schopnosti
naseho taktického letectva na mnoho let.

V éervnu jsme pevzali posledniz dvanacti vrtulnikd systému H-1. V srpnu pak byla s americkou stranou po-
depsana smlouva, na jejimz zakladé v pristich létech obdrZime dal3ich osm téchto stroji. V budoucnu tedy
budeme disponovat deseti bitevnimi AH-Z Viper a deseti viceicelovymi UH-1Y Venom. Soubézné se zava-
dénim této letecké techniky probiha pod vedenim americkych instruktord vycvik pozemniho personalu.
Vfijnu ministerstvo obrany uzavrelo kontrakt na nakup dvou transportnich letound C-390 Millennium, kte-
ré by mély od pristiho roku vyraznym zpiisobem navysit prepravni kapacity nasich vzdusnych sil. S mir-
nym zpoZzdénim se potykame pfi zavadéni novych mobilnich 3D radiolokatord ELM-2084 MMR, pfipravuje-
me se na dodavky modernich protiletadlovych raketovych systémd SPYDER,

Ve spolupraci s Univerzitou obrany a Sekci rozvoje sil MO se podafilo pfipravit a akreditovat bakalarsky
studijni program pro nové piloty. Hlavnim divodem zmény systému studia bylo zefektivnéni a urychleni
pripravy personélu Vzduinych sil ACR, véetné leteckého vycviku ve statnim podniku LOM Praha. V&¥im
proto, Ze studium na Univerzité obrany bude pro mladou generaci jesté vice atraktivni.

Tento pokrok by nebyl mozny bez netinavné prace a oddanosti nadeho personalu. Piloti, technici, inZenyfi
avsichni ¢lenové podpirného personalu prokazali mimoradnou profesionalitu a odhodlani. Nesmime za-
pomenout na aktivni zalohu. Jejich nasazeni a tymova prace jsou zakladem nasich Gspéchdi a ja jim za to
vyjadfuji hluboké uznani a vdécnost. Spole¢né budeme i nadale usilovat o to, aby nase vzdusné sily byly
na Spickové Urovni a aby nase zemé byla v bezpedi.

Dear readers, air force fans, aviators, colleagues,

Iam pleased to welcome you to the next edition of our yearbook, which maps significant events and achie-
vements in the field of military aviation over the past year. The year 2024 was a turning point for our air
force, a period of significant changes and progress.

One of the main pillars of our activities was the modernization of the air force. We invested in the latest
technologies and equipment that allow us to be even more effective and better prepared to face new cha-
llenges. The introduction of modern aircraft and systems has not only provided us with higher operational
capabilities, but also increased the safety and comfort of our pilots and technical personnel.

We consider the F-35 strategic project to be absolutely essential. The memorandum on the purcha-
se of these aircraft was confirmed by the signatures of the Minister of Defence Jana Cernochové and
the US Ambassador Bijan Sabet in January this year. The acquisition of twenty-four supersonic F-35A
Lightning Il aircraft will significantly increase the capabilities of our tactical air force for many years to come.
In June, we took delivery of the last of twelve H-1 helicopters. In August, a contract was signed with
the American counterpart, on the basis of which we will receive eight more of these machines in the co-
ming years. In the future, we will have ten AH-Z Viper combat helicopters and ten UH-1Y Venom multi-role
helicopters. In parallel with the introduction of this helicopters, ground personnel training is underway
under the guidance of American instructors.

In October, the Ministry of Defence concluded a contract for the purchase of two C-390 Millennium trans-
port aircraft, which should significantly increase the transport capacity of our air force from next year. We
are experiencing a slight delay in the introduction of new ELM-2084 MMR mobile 3D radars, and we are
preparing for the delivery of modern SPYDER anti-aircraft missile systems.

In cooperation with the University of Defence and the Force Development Division of the MoD, we man-
aged to prepare and accredit a bachelor's degree program for new pilots. The main reason for changing
the study system was to streamline and accelerate the training of the personnel of the Czech Air Force,
including flight training at the state-owned enterprise LOM Praha. | therefore believe that studying at
the University of Defence will be even more attractive for the younger generation.

This progress would not have been possible without the tireless work and dedication of our staff. Pilots,
technicians, engineers and all members of the support staff have demonstrated extraordinary professio-
nalism and determination. We must not forget the active reserve. Their commitment and teamwork are
the basis of our successes, and | express my deep appreciation and gratitude to them for this. Together,
we will continue to strive to ensure that our air force is at the highest level and that our country is safe.

Major General Petr Cepelka
Commander of the Czech Air Force

SPECIALL+K2024 | 3



